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i Etring of Elementary School Teachers

. "There. 18 an acute shortage of el s-wnta.ry aschool teachers in Bulgaria due to e lnek of

© candidates. TFor this remson many returned tcachers are still teaching in the achoola.

T ls also very easy to get a teaching Job. . : =

. "'I%achera are hired by District People's Soviets. A.nybody who has coupleted . secmﬂa‘-,f_ - ;
..+ 'school (Gymnasium) can get a job as -a temporary teacher, The students in pedagopion?
B ,,,--;—,gymasiums are asked before their final examinations if they intend to becou: L &.50)(1 HUI\/I., e
e Ir they oy wathey are innnndiately nssligred t0 a nchool as regnlar tesciarg., - - . L

: Curriculun
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At the beginning of the school Jear a c'urricditm,;s;.,sent5ox1
rom whe District Peoplefs Soviet in which the subjects to be taught dur :

- enutierated, .no detalled plansg or instructions s»e eves given,

hool had seven grades.  There were sbout 220 Pupils, boys and girls, and eigh Rt

téachers. In addition there was e kindergarten with one teacher, .who was subordinated to 50X1
8. T of the achool. ghe recelved her salary from the school but vas under the come

ther school inspector., ST Sy SRl e e e e .

ERIREE Lot

"The school served two vilisges. Some of the children Lived two or three kilometer
_mﬂle.qgm.gta.xftegi At .9 emi  Every teachey upon hils arrival had to 8ign his name

’ - - 1“,;'“,.; e
ttendance, book and. then proceed to his. cl=ss. Ususlly .the teachers had Dur regular hours

in their:reupective classes and one to two sdditional hours in other classes., The teaching .

8. BWEY.

~

to come to the to:prepare himself for the next dayd ‘lessons

nine am. to noon or one pm. From early spring to late autumn they wers also hulnisg their
parents in the fields and had little time 1lelt for homework. For that reas :
tgx:ld‘enc’;y;z;to;teagh\cﬁildren‘entirely_aﬁ school, with no outside,ﬁrequiremgn*

s g T

Every teacher is obliged to keep a speclal note book, in which he enters the plan, Plan

Skitsa, for the month with an outline of the material he wants to teach, plamning how mueh
m will gilve to lectures and how much %o training his pupils. Then. he_enters in this
notebook s plan for each day and esch howe. He also.notes what kind of pedagogical
methods he will use, From time to time the director of the school comes to the classes

and checks if the 'Plan' is reslized and, ln vhat way, ,
District Soviet arrives st the school fur Lnurechion. - The ingpector informs a  teacher in
advance when he will visit his class mad fhen maves notes and. listens to the lesson. At .
the end he may question the pupiles  After the leason the inspector checks the *Plan' and .
. makes commentss . After him vislt the inspector repocts to the Depérjmerx’tﬁor,,,ﬂducation'inw;,.; -
. -the' District People's Soviet, noting bir opinion of <he teachers. If during such m visit.
.8 teacher gets a bad mork, he will bz onco pgala controlled by the inspector. ST

. "Each district is divided lato several teachers' roslons (Rayon), usually four tc five.
7. Two or three times a month thers wre specisl confesrences of teachers. At such confargd ., o
. ‘the teachers attend s lesson glven by otie of the teachnrs and then discuss 16 ren, moy
..of the ‘teachers from tra achool wnere the eonfersnce lakes place lecturcs wa L.,
sisubJects. K dlsoussion then follows. AL thy end the pince and tipe &-¢
. Zerence is decided.
ey :

:}%‘!&ery school teachez:, in preparing his lesuon,
L
t

Pt

; g Mast cober ir the so-called Plan 8kitea,

lentdfhihus the fsscher st specify in advance what k

_ intends
0:say from the educational, poli

Lizal and salentific points of view.

Ocensionally the ,1napector_1‘rm.tﬁéi,f o ’

he purpose of the lesson. He musi comsldcr fhree Cactors The educaticnal and moralifhe 1de.
ogloal snd ptitical; amd the so

HUM

-HUM

perlod lasted 45 minutes after which there was & 10-minute break. In the aftexnoon ev SR
_ The children were in school usually from  O0X1 'HUM

o0 Liuys Wag & T

"The ideologicel and political

‘ frelor nust always be stressed no matter what “he au
Take a geographical lesson: ) . T

)" The teacher always starts from the northers Troptier of Bulgarlie, the Denube., “He shuws .
. 7. the river and the whole frontier snd explaing that, nonth of the Danube lics Rumania. . .
"7y, At this point he devintes from the lesson of googreaphy and starts the political indoc- @ .

~ trination. He asks the children why Rumonia ls called a ‘People's Republict. . The

. ..children have already been taught this. and answer that £t means that Rumayis is not &
. o kingdom or anything else but a ‘republlic of .
“: 1 teacher asks when Rumanle became n 'People's Republict,

~help of the SovietiArmy in es

i

Eere he must stress. the
teblishing the Rumsnian republic. Then the teacher returns
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o:rg tl;é_ffxﬁ'ther' flow ‘of thé'Danube.; ligain he stresses which of the
countries ere also 'peoples! republica’. . * :

hex may pass to s description of the Edstern fag
Bulgaria has frontiers with Rumanisa, the USHR /;
h.of: the lesson to a description of the USER. He
o UBSR and- stress the role in ‘the struggle
¢) . Passing to.Turkey the tescher ius

e f

‘ -stress that it is.not u peopleg .republic but e .. -
bourgeois! republic. The children already know that in such & republic there axre the .
ch who_rule while the poor ave suffering. The teacher must -explain, for exasple, that
the factories belong not to the pecple but to individusl owners s which means that =
hundreds of people have to work hard while one rich individusl exploits them. ¥+ also
_Must say that pessants are tied to the lsnd vhich ‘belongs to rich landowners snd that ‘
are real slaves. He must say that the culture of the Turks is much neglected; . :
111dren. cannot attend schools but from an early sge mugt work for the rich. In eddition
the teacher must say that Turkey belong-to the camp of imperialistic countries, -

) mmm jv‘r_iilr,t'éythé same about Greece as ahout 'I'urke&. In sddition he muat mentiom
the Greek partisans and their fight for liberation. He must giress that the Greek peo.

Ple ard in ympathy with the USSR but are now in UJ slavery,

e e

After describing the Western frontiers of Bulgaria the teacher must sey that Yugeslavis = ELp
ves liberated by the Soviet army along with Bulgarin and the other pecplest® republices, . . SR
that firat she entered the rosd of democrecy and progress, but later 1t mpucacad that o L
Tito had Yeen a US agent and the tool of Weatern imperialists. Re throws innocent:
‘people into prison; he murders decent Communists; he sells out Yugoslavis tothe 8. .
-The teacher must stress that the Yugoslav people eve for the USSR but . Tito grasped

the power by. a coup and now leads Yugoslaviae agaluast democracy. ;

‘?) At-the end the tescher must. descrive the conditions on Bulgarian frontiers. On the’
Rumanian frontier he must say.there is Peace and gilences On the other frontiers. -
there are atill shootings hecause the 'imperislista? try to send sples and saboteurs
into Bulgaria. At this point the temcher must mpcukt briskiy about the service and
fldslity of Bulgerian frontier guaris. Geography i1s a subject taught in all grades of
lesntary school. . Lessons atout Blgarian fronticrs are always conducted in the .
narer prescribed sbove. . : : [ e

SR

- MaAn &tithﬁgﬁié,lesson'in the second grode may

rrocved as follows:

_ r); The teacher writes, Tor ‘example, an esercisz on the board
i achievements of & collective farm or state enterprise. He may write that a ecllen-
.. tive ferm produced in & certain vyear 200 tons of grain, that it dellveres 20 o B Jog 79
i ‘'the state for the price of 20,000 Leve per ton. How much money wiil the aolivatly
i recelve from the state and how many tong o prain will o lefb o lts AR oasey
}») One. of the pupils resds £lyud the question. The towsler asts the childrer. (£ lhere
‘v anything in the exercise they don't underativii.  dere the teacher starts to explain -
'tha.t ‘the name of ‘cooperative collective faga' (in Bulgarian: Trudovo-Kooperativno S
. Zemledelsko Stopanatvo) derives from its owreruhip by those whe work op E% !"‘nuialhti';' .
: ‘hence the name E,MOVO'). Then he asks when such collective farma came Into ',gl'ng. Ay

‘Here he st explaln that it happencd after the Conmunist coup of 93epteznber19hh

- ¥)-The pupil tries to solve the question. He .s asked by the teschér if e privately-owned -
.. farm 1s sble to produce as much ag a collective farm, ~Here the pupii or the teacher.

himgelf muat answer 'no' and explain why, The teacher exploins that statv de= .
liveries are very small and thet with this food the stute must feed the army, the o

[Pedple’s militia and all other citizens who oro not farmera.
:the collective farm does with grain left to its use.
,-needs and pays ‘those who are worklng on the farm,

vith figures taken from the

Finally he explains what
Hg: says that it covers its own.
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'School te Ill)opks are changed eve L,y two years and are aducted to the curcent needs ana
propeaganda J‘.jl.ng ot the Party. During the period 1948 te 1950 the main theme in thei

textbooks was the nationali mjtionlol‘ industry. Then the general theme was switched|te

the problem”of workers, estate enterprises, work competition drives anc corlectivigrtion
of lard. | ; l :

|

R ‘ 1
"Among the changes in Bulgarign elementary schools in recent years ig a new mothod of
teaching chj‘.ld;'en to read and write. Formerly they were taught to recognize single|
letters froxp} which, first simple,Land then gradually more complicated wOorcts wure built;.
Now, the opposite method han 'been| introduced: the children are acquainte? [iv.t with
wvords, and then, after splitting ‘hem, with single letters. |
"Al8o new m?lté books have been lnitroduced. Inctead of the old nciebool. ¢ Larlzontal,
lines the Soviet type notebooks are used. Apart rrom horizontal linec they also have
'squint lines' under 60 degrees. | 1n the rhombs thus formed the children draw {nct write;
single lettg B ‘

"Another inpovntion is the ruling that the children in the rirst grade mush use pens i
stead of pe 'e;ln. This resulte in the children being often stained with Ink. |
1 i
"The syllab[:nia now wider than formerly. In the roventh grade; tor example, the Teac.i
of algebra P:nd zo0logy has been ilntroducad. lhese subgecys wers formerly taught only i
secondary schoolc (gymnasiums). |[The Russion language hac veen iuntroduced and is ol?lig:;u'.;‘:.
in the fifth, sixth and scventh grades. There were tlans to ctart 1t Trom the thigsd gre ..
It is a subject which is taken very seriously; for anildwen it is, apart from mathemstic:
the most djfricult gubject.
|

“"Membership jof the Septemvy Iytche organization was formerly compulcory for ald sen
children. |(In 1952 e new regulation eliminated the firct ané second grade chidr

this compulsion. This organization had no gpecial activities in the “n

It was mainly engsged in accepting new members ond exgeliing thezi.

: :
"Membexship m the Bulgurimx-iSovlt:t Fraoendghip Sculet, o srpronans er sahore Yol
from the sixth and seventh grade|on, all teecicrs. o1@o..us oL the villo:s u,«_uwj'r
Soviet officinls of the collectiye fwim penzseaents ond sost office Of T relidn. AR

from these |groups few other citipens belong 1o the Sucicty.

Working Cohﬂtions for Teachers

"The only pedagoglc textbooke which teachers must follow exw= the Soviet <o Look
(fnu) Goncharov and (fnu) Khirovl. In the 1951-52 school year the tegcre: . In Budger. i

1

elementary| schools were obliged ‘to learn from the textbook b fairov. he director

; G.os. otvr e iy 50X1-HUM

1

4.

of each school was personally re onsible for this. w11 teachers gauthercd
> ’ 50X1-HUM

every secon'd.iday for two hours to sctudy trom that textbooo. Hdowever, everybody realize
that it would be impossible: at that rate to rinish the book within one year. Therefore
they came to|the school for; the 'study daily for one and & aslf to two hours. At thesc
meetings ohe of the teachers read the text, while the othcors 1istened. ‘then there was
o discusoil 'n,‘ or one of the teache .. spoke first on a particular topic based on the tex!
of the boog.g
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"Pwo specio.l periodicals in Bulgarian are published for teachere? 'Uchitelsko Delo' and

'Uchitelska! Praktika'. ‘ . |
"Apa.rt from‘ llis work in the
various o‘t;her activites.
committee for gathering donations for Xorea, cou:'\LT:tAe for establishing a library in the
villege, the Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship Society, e=tc. Teachers are also obliged to
arrange var:lous meetings and deliver sgpezches. Thcy are greatly overvorked. ‘

i !
"The wages are unsaticfactory. Jonly 10,000 old Leva pe‘r month a.,l a
permanent teacher and an additio eva per [month for the five adnitionaJ hou.rs
per week. The director earned 16, 000 Leva per month, and two cld teachers earned 1%, 000
Leva each. ‘The smallest salary went to a voman teacher who earned only 8, 000 Leva.,

The Jani'bor\ ea.rned 7,500 Leva. Another janiter who came to clean the 5~.hool but was
not on permnent duty gect 6,000 Leva. One per cent of thne salary was deducted for some
fund. From! teachern who were over 21; five per cent wag deducted as a ’‘bachelor’ tux.
The mter.al situa.titm of teachers in Bulgaria is thus difficult. They can| bardly make
a living and. only with the greatest difficulties ce{m they buy clothing. ‘ }

"In 1952 sunm‘xer vacations for teacheres were roduced to 10 days 4., During the‘ rezminine;
time they muut work as state employees on co]_lectlve farms or ftate delivcry offices.
Holidays were also cut to one week twice in a r.chool year. ‘
"Formerly the teacher in Bulgarie wag much respected; now he can be pushe “ ERUIURNY ‘
by any c«:mnniat. The people also look at him with suspicion. They do not, trust him
or have friendship for him as before. I

-5«

\
Teachers inw the Chelopechene Elementary School

|
|
|
|
. "In 1952 the director of the elementary school, c‘ulled Progimnazys Vesil Levski,in the

village of Chel echene in the Sofia district was an old, experienced teacher named
Nikola Stoyev. |

"Another olh!’aeacher is8 Stoyan Grozdanov,

T N
"The third old teacher wns Angel Popov
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2. "His wife 1d, well qualified teacher. ;

)
)

H o]

[ f RN i
3. "The wnst active young teacher was Marga.rlifa Smcheﬂ

\ 1K I |
. "The pecond Baung woman teacher was Parvoletka Spacova

- end =
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